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“You would be able to contextualise visual art as a tangible source that provokes thought and
reflection. By physically puncturing and denting the car the realisation hits you that the object in
its essence is a funny thing. With a new car every dent or scratch takes something away, in this
case it adds something, its poetry on wheels”.

Wim T. Schippers

Central to thepresentatiorof ZINGERpresentst Listel6is a call to armsThe fragility of art

and cultural policy igjiven weight and form throughe presentation of anonic piece of work

by Wim T. SchippersOiGe Taxi cabossZ, forwheeled dentS(1982) is presented howitas

founda little under30 years later in desolate state clinging on to its existence with a story still to
be told.

In 1982, the Peter Stuyvesant Collection came up with a functional performance project that
would introduce millions of people to fowrdnic artists of that time, Michelangelo Pistoletto,
Daniel Spoerri, Francois Morellet and Wim T. Schippers. Four works disgtisedas Parisian
taxis,wouldtempt their passengers and akers to reflect and considalternative wayg of

thinking through a trivialmobile object Spoerri referencing Swiss cultural and perceived identity,
Morelletdefying gravity with great trickeryPistoletto objectifying the urban conditiog b
presenting its mirrored imagmd Schippersphwell, Schippersg

When presented with the Renagltovided by the Peter Stuyvesant Collection the artist took a
sledgehammer to it, careful at first as he instructed the assistants on howder@rihe vehicle.
Soon the party of assistants witlfieaventSchippers in their idst had batterethecar looking

ready for the scrap yardfter ameticulous pairjob, in atrademark l@cklustregreyO, the work
slowly emerged, the only object in existence that would prove that every next dent, scratch or
bump would enrich the work with another layerd added complexityor two years designated
chauffeur Jacques Vitte, would steer the objedugh the streets of Paris, ttte bemusement of

the art audience and great fright of the tourists hailing what they thought was just another taxi,
driven by ahighly accident prondriver.

The presentation at Liste Eénbodies and visualisdisis projectoy Wim T. Schippers ahhis
fellow participantghrough an object brutally treatby time and carelessne¥gorks by Mike
Cooter and Julie Verhoeven flanking OLe Taxi cabossZwiregled dentsO, impose a
contemporary urgency toithiconic historicapiece The presentation as such be@san ardent
plea forconsideratioranddelicacy towards preserving the past and safeguarding the future
through conservation and cultural policy, despite harsher-s@tnomic conditions.

Steven van Grinsven, 2011

On the artist Wim T. Schippers

Wim T. Schippers (Groningen, 1942) attracted great critical interest as an artist aged 1@ when
stated that all inspired art should be ignored and introduced his alterediyeamic art or

works of waarachtigeninteressantie at the Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam. Through this refusal
of inspired art, Schippergetout to represent the opposite by using the immaterial possibilities of
monotone experience, whilst exploring a resistant attitude towards the expegsoitationof
grandeur ilfmaterial based artVith a flourishing art career and an invitation by Edward Fry to
show at the Guggenheim in his pocket, SchippersO attention turned elsewhere namely, mass
meda. His radiobroadcasts woudthrich the Dutch langage, his television shows would lead to
questions in Parliament and stage plays, of which one acted out by a cast copsistynof

German Sheppard dogs, Wwdueach icort cult status. Schippers was presented with lifetime
achievement awards as thepKow for his television work, Looyens for his visual arts and Lira
for his writing.OLe Taxi cabossZ, fewheeled dents®one of the last pieces created by
Schippers that reflegtis ability to transform the way we can experience the mundane in
spectaalar ways.
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